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“Write what should not be
forgotten.”
Isabel Allende

Speaking to
WHAGS at our May
meeting is our own
Gail Colby. Her
topic is “An Approach to Recording Your Finds:
Writing as You
Go.” We have inherited, found,
saved, and protected the records we
have of our ancestors. What is the
best way to capture
the essence of our
family history?

Learn some great
steps to documenting your family history using targeted
genealogical questions.
Save the Date!
May 13, 2021
Thursday!

The meeting opens
at 12:30 and the
program will begin
at 1:00 pm.

Register at
www.whags.org
to attend.

“Writing Your Family History” by Jenny Sharrer ©
Most of you reading
this article are amateur family historians with varied reasons for considering
writing either your
personal story or
that of your family.
Some of you want
to write down what
you have spent

years researching
so your findings are
not lost. For others,
your primary motivation is to prevent
future generations
from having to start
from scratch, perhaps like you have
had to do. For still
others, your moti-

vation is that you
want to be more than
a name scribbled on
the back of a faded
photograph.
The goal of this article
is to motivate you to
have your research or
your life story live beyond you!
Cont. on pg 3
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The President’s Note….

Greetings,
I shared in my President’s Note last
month how grateful I am for all of the
contributions you as a member stepped
up to give to the Society. Your assistance
made a huge difference in fulfilling our
mission to provide all of us with the opportunity to explore, learn, and share genealogy knowledge and skills. Thank you
for your articles to the newsletter, posts
to the website, responses to surveys, and
active participation in our various programs and events. I hope you are proud
of what you have done to enhance our
society. I am.
In this, my last President’s Note, I want
to focus on what a pleasure it has been to
work with the members of the Board and
the extended Leadership Team. Their
many contributions have allowed our society to attract new members and be recognized by our sister organizations
around the state and nation as a society
with lofty goals and the commitment to
achieve them. The most important outcome is how the members have come together to support and work as a team to
focus on what it takes to grow the Society.
Some of our goals were:
• Gather best practices from sister societies
• Increase member engagement
• Have a newsletter
• Develop a mission statement
• Rewrite bylaws
• Restructure society dues
• Review leadership team responsibilities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Change meeting day and time
Change name
Research web hosting options and
change our web hosting company
Create a dynamic website
Offer webinars from TxSGS
Add a Special Interest Group (SIG)
Implement a Members Helping Members
program
Capture and share membership
knowledge

During the year we created a Board Business Tracker to keep up with our progress
toward our goals. The status of the majority of these lofty goals is 100%. We continue to work to complete a few others.
I extend a heartfelt thanks to the board
members: Tom Woltz, Tom Matchett, Linda
Hudson, Alan Leeds, Gail Colby, and Neal
Scott. The same heartfelt thanks goes out
to the extended team: Ron Ware, Liz Philip,
Nancy Crane and Mark Winzenburg. As
they say, it takes a village. In our case, it
takes a society to build one in which we
both choose to guide and to partake of its
benefits.
It has been a busy year with much to reflect
on and be thankful for. A special thanks to
you for pitching in to make it a great year!
It has been a pleasure being your president.
Stay tuned as we work to bring you more
exciting adventures in finding and preserving your roots in the new year starting in
September!
Jenny Sharrer, President
___________
Contact me at
jennysharrer@sbcglobal.net
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“Writing Your Family History”

cont’d from pg 1.

For much more on the topic of writing
either your personal history or your family history, I refer you to the resources at
the end of the article. I downloaded the
90-page ‘product’/book, Writing Your
Family History, from Family Tree Magazine to assist me with writing this article.
It is an excellent source for additional
ideas and advice if this article motivates
you to start writing! And I hope it will…
Tips for writing your family history:
1. Know your purpose. Is it to pass
down oral history, summarize your research, celebrate your ethnic heritage, or something else? A strong focus or purpose makes the project
more manageable. Do keep in mind
that a small completed project is better than a large book that exists only
in your dreams. So get clear on why
you want to write.
2. Make a plan. Make an outline of your
project. There are excellent worksheets to guide you with planning.
One such worksheet is in the book
referenced above. By searching
online for ‘family history writing project worksheet’, you can download the
form for free from FamilyTree Magazine. The goal is to organize your
writing project. Who is your audience? Who do you want to write
about? What do you want the final
results to look and feel like? For example, do you want a short stapled
handout, a paperback book, or a
hardback tome?
3. Say it with pictures. Charts, graphs,
maps, and pictures help hold the interest of the reader. If you publish
your work or put it on a website, do

consider copyright issues.
4. Keep a to-do list. As you write, you
may uncover portions of the story
where you do not have enough information to complete a section of your
history. You may need to do more research, call a relative, or visit a cemetery. Rather than stop your writing,
make notes on a to-do list for further
research.
5. Get assistance from records. There are
lots of possible records to review.
These include photos, scrapbooks, bibles, census records, obituaries, military records, cemetery records, wills,
probate records, journals and diaries,
letters, city directories, naturalization
records, and personal autobiographies,
to name a few. Record where you
found the information so you and others can find it again! You can add intext references with the title, author,
and page or record number in parentheses when you use information from
a record, article, book, or website. An
example of recording where you found
information is, (National Archives,
Memorandum Books, 1770
(archives.gov)). I searched the National Archives for my fifth great grandfather, Ambrose Rucker, who fought in
the Revolutionary War. I was shocked
to find that Thomas Jefferson owed him
1 pound or $1.39 in 1770! I challenge
you to see if you can find my fifth great
grandfather’s connection to Jefferson.
If you haven’t used the National Archives, this could entice you to go visit.
Incidentally, this was my first visit to
the National Archives!
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6. Begin in the middle. If you don’t
know how to begin, just start writing
on a topic you like—maybe it is about
an ancestor’s migration across the
country. Keep in mind; you’re not
carving in stone. You can always rearrange content later.
7. Take your time. Start now and work
on your writing project a little at a
time. Set aside when and how much
time you want to spend on your writing—once a week or every evening?
To help motivate yourself, picture
where you will be a year from now.
8. Start with you if starting with the rest
of the family is too overwhelming.
Yes, you’re an important part of your
family history. There are fifteen
prompts in the book from Family Tree
Magazine to assist with writing your
personal story. I have 59 additional
prompts for writing your life story. I
am happy to share these with anyone
who asks.
9. Have a file backup plan. Don’t fall
victim to having your computer or
laptop crash and lose your files midproject.

Many of us will never write our personal
or family history because we don’t write
that first sentence. I challenge you to
not only write the first sentence but to
set a goal of having something to share
at the Christmas Show and Tell at our
Society’s December meeting! I am going
to have my Heirloom Book ready to
share and with a little luck a draft of my
personal history! Will you join me in having a story to share?
Resources:
1. Writing Your Family History
<familytreemagazine.com/product/
writing-your-family-history> by Editors of Family Tree Magazine, 90 pgs.
$19.99 download.

2. Family Story Short Takes
<familytreemagazine.com/article/
family-story-short-takes> Short free
article.
3. 16 Ways to Leave a Legacy
<familytreemagazine.com/article/16ways-to-leave-a-legacy> To access
this post, you must purchase Family
Tree Website VIP Membership or Digital Magazine + Website
VIP Subscription.
4. Family History Storytelling Sites
<familytreemagazine.com/article/
quick-guide-family-history-storytelling
-websites> Short free article.
5. Ways to Leave a Family History
Legacy <familytreemagazine.com/
projects/ways-to-leave-a-familyhistory-legacy> Short free article.
6. A Recipe for Writing Family History, by Devon Noel Lee & Andrew Lee
(self-published) 2017, 100 pages, paperback, available on Amazon for
$9.99.
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“Why I do Genealogy?” by Sandra Long Anders ©
Have you ever heard the story about a kid
who ran away from home to join a circus
that came to town? That’s exactly what my
father did when he was about 13 or 14
years old! Eventually, he managed his own
traveling circus and midway (carnival rides
and concessions) – mostly on the west
coast. During the “off season,” the midway
would set up on the beach in Oceanside,
CA. At some point in the late ‘40s, the circus caught fire, and he lost everything.
Since his parents had moved from East
Texas to Houston in the late ‘30s, my dad
decided to move back to Texas and settled
down in Houston to be near his family
sometime around 1950.
One night, when I was around 11 or 12,
our family enjoyed an outing to a midway
a few blocks from where we lived. When
we got home, dad pulled out a large leather pouch that contained the few remaining
pictures/papers left from his circus/midway
days to show me and my siblings. The toppling, upside-down buckets of a carnival
ride (“The Zipper”) had other ideas for me
– I went straight to bed. Growing up, it
never dawned on me to ask questions, listen more to the details, put a timeline to
his life, etc.

and postcards. One postcard, in particular, caught my attention; it was addressed to Mr. & Mrs. Harold G. Long.
Nothing unusual about that – I’d seen it
written a million times. What was this
postcard doing with dad’s circus stuff??
He had left this life behind long before
he met mom in Houston. A closer look
revealed a post office box in California
and the postmark date – 1948. He didn’t
meet mom until after she graduated
high school in 1953 or later!
“Mom! What is this? It’s addressed to
Mr. & Mrs. Harold G. Long and postmarked 1948?” My mother’s casual reply
was “That was one of his other wives!!”
Shocked, I asked, “What do you mean?
One of his other wives? How many other
wives did he have?”
She replied, “Two, maybe three! I never
asked!” My mind was reeling!! How
could you not ask?

The opportunity to go through those circus
pictures/papers with dad never came up
again. Four or five years later, our family
moved to Weimar, Tx (where my mother
had grown up). My dad died a year and a
half later at the age of 63 – one month before my 17th birthday.
It wasn’t until the birth of my first child in
1980 that I asked mom if I could go
through dad’s circus/midway keepsakes.
She handed me the leather pouch, and I
rummaged through the pictures, letters,

HGL Oceanside Midway
All photos courtesy of Sandra Long Anders.
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“Do I have any half-siblings?” Another casual reply, “I don’t think so! He never said,
and I never asked, that was before we
met!” (Granted, he was born in 1911 and
was 24 years older than mom. Why had I
never realized that he had lived a whole
different life before they met?)

they didn’t know the name(s) of my dad’s
other wife/wives since he was living in CA
during that time of his life. They also didn’t think he had any children before he
married my mom. They were able to supply me with as much information about
the family as they knew.

How many wives did my dad have, what
were their names, when and where did
they marry/divorce? Do I have any halfsiblings? When and where did his circus
burn? These questions tumbled in my
head for well over a decade (mid ‘90s) before I decided I wanted answers and wanted to know more about my dad’s side of
the family! We rarely visited relatives
when I was young because dad worked on
weekends and mom didn’t drive. I didn’t
know how many first cousins I had on his
side of the family – much less all their
names. If I wanted to know more about
my dad’s family, I needed to start asking
questions and fast. He was the second oldest of nine children. Only four were still
alive at the time and two of those were
not in good health. Unfortunately,

Thus, my quest began – like many of you,
long before home computers and the internet. On my days off, you’d find me at
Clayton Library searching through
soundex cards and hand-cranking microfilm machines (8 hours straight) looking
for information regarding my dad, his ancestors and their descendants – each
generation was born in a different state –
he had deep roots in America. I was worried my husband would be upset because
I was spending so much time at the library – so I quickly found documents related to his ancestors so that my time
away from home was “fair.” Those records were so easy to find – it quickly became an obsession – I was hooked! Both
sides of my husband’s family, as well as
my mom’s, were all fairly recent German

My Dad at the Oceanside, CA Midway
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and Czech immigrants. Most of them settled and stayed in three neighboring counties in Texas - Colorado, Fayette, and
Lavaca counties. It was fairly easy to find
these lines going back to the original immigrants.
It took almost 25 years for me to find the
answers and documentation to my original
questions regarding my dad’s wife/wives
and circus. In 2002, I found the divorce
record (Los Angeles, CA) which provided
the name of his first wife and led me to
their marriage record (Yuma, AZ). In
2014, I learned the circus fire occurred in
Sacramento, CA in 1947 and obtained
newspaper articles. About a year later, I
figured out his second wife’s maiden name
and shortly thereafter, found their divorce
record (Houston, TX) in 1951. (His second
wife remarried exactly one week later.)
However, it wasn’t until June of 2020 that
I found the final document, their marriage
record (Ciudad Juarez, Mexico). Slightly
disappointed, I realized there were no
long-lost half-siblings.

After the Circus Fire that made Dad make the decision to return
to Texas.

My love for genealogy was triggered by
those simple questions about my dad’s
early life and wanting to know more
about his family. What if that carnival
ride had not made my stomach upset?
What if I had asked my dad more questions when he was alive? What if my
mom or one of my dad’s siblings had
been able to provide the answers? What
if I hadn’t been curious? What if I would
have never asked to see my dad’s keepsakes? What if I hadn’t begun researching my dad’s family? Why I do genealogy
– because of all the “What ifs” that never
happened and a little boy who decided to
run off to join a circus! While my dad
certainly had some great adventures,
there are so many other family members’ adventures that I’ve found in our
family tree – and many more left to discover!

More damage from the fire.
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“Getting to Know Your Genes” by Mark Winzenburg ©
In my last column, I discussed how I handle DNA matches at Ancestry. My approach is
to create a public tree with my ancestors and to add my identified DNA matches to that
tree. This means adding their parents, grandparents, etc.,to my tree, back to our common ancestor. In this newsletter, I show an example that uses Common ancestor
hints.
Ancestry matches your tree with trees posted by other Ancestry users. Ancestry shows
how your trees connect with DNA matches in two ways; "Common ancestors" hints and
Thrulines. These are only Hints, not proof of a connection. If any of the trees are
wrong, the Hint may be wrong.
Below is a view (from my PC) of my Ancestry DNA matches. I have clicked on the Common ancestors filter button. These are DNA matches for which Ancestry has connected
my family tree to the trees posted by the matches. I've scrolled down a bit on the list
to user "issa w".

I don't know anything about "issa w". Our shared matches include many people that
I've already identified from my KAMPA line. I had previously identified each of these
shared matches, put their Kampa pedigree in the Note field, marked them with a Star,
and added them into the Kampa group, designated by an Orange dot.
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"issa w" and I do not have a shared match that is assigned to any of my other family
lines. On that basis, I will add "KAMPA -- [26/1]" to the DNA match Note field. We
share 26 cM of DNA over 1 segment, suggesting that she may be a 4th cousin, more or
less. To the left of the screen, Ancestry suggests that she may be a 4C1R via my third
great grandfather, Simon Kampa.
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Clicking on the Simon Kampa box under Common Ancestors displays the suggested
tree match. Notice that, in her tree, “issa w” lists her mother (Private) and her mother's father, Joseph Brennan, but has no additional ancestors in this line. On my tree, I
had previously added Joseph Brennan's possible mother, Sophia Dziuk. Ancestry connects them!

Clicking on the Joseph Brennan box shows how Ancestry made the connection between
my tree and the tree of "issa w". It looks like the Evans/Welch Family Tree makes the
connection.
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Clicking on the Joseph Brennan box shows how Ancestry made the connection between
my tree and "issa w". It looks like the Evans/Welch Family Tree makes the connection.

Is this connection correct? Maybe, maybe not. Now I have to check the sources, traditional genealogy at work! In fact, the connection is correct.
Having confirmed that "issa w" is indeed a descendant of Sophia Dziuk, I will
* add "issa w" to my family tree, along with her mother and her mother's parents, the
Joseph Brennans, and connect them to Sophia Dziuk.
* add her pedigree back to Simon Kampa to the DNA match Note
* mark her DNA match with a Star, and
* add her to the KAMPA group with an orange dot
I hope this example was useful. If you have any question, comments, or corrections
please drop me a note at mlwinzenburg@gmail.com
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“Resources to Broaden Your Knowledge” by Linda Hudson

Push and pull factors are a topic taught in
schools today. I discussed them throughout the year in my geography classes.
They refer to the reason behind one’s migration. More frequently, we see mainstream media using this vocabulary.
A push factor is one which causes a person
to leave his homeland for another place.
Throughout history, there are countless examples across the globe. Jews fleeing
many locations to escape prejudice or
death, the war between the Hutus and Tutsis in central Africa caused many to flee,
the Vietnamese and other Southeast Asian
people trying to escape communism and
war, the Taliban and their treatment of a
once peaceful people, and sadly the list only grows with time. These were peoples
being “pushed” from their homelands.

provide these things. Across the globe,
people have moved seeking religious freedom. This continues to be a major reason
for migration. Other factors include a better
quality of life, reunification with family,
peace, protection of civil rights, and overall
stability.

https://www.bushcenter.org/catalyst/democracy/gutierrezimmigrants-validate-values.html

When researching your family, be certain to
look at the historical events of the time in
which they traveled. Look at texts that describe the times and at the many sites that
share stories of the people who came to
where they settled.
For example, the Johnstown Area Heritage
Association has a site about those who
Jewish men look at the damage to a building after Russians rancame to live in Pennsylvania. The second
sacked their village.
site below relates stories of those in Illinois.
There are many ethnicities in Russia. Many
Check local associations and state libraries
moved west over time eventually making
their way to the U.S. seeking equality, op- and museums. If you want to know your
family, the why is as important as the when.
portunity, and freedom from prejudice.
Pull factors are what draw migrants to a
new location. Most are seeking safety and
opportunity. They go to the best, and typically nearest place they can get to that will

https://www.jaha.org/edu/discovery_center/push-pull/
peopling_pa01.html
https://www2.illinois.gov/alplm/library/collections/OralHistory/
ImmigrantStories/Pages/default.aspx
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“Workshop to Grow our Society and Interest in Genealogy” by Linda
Hudson
Members welcome to the summer!!! This
is our last issue before we have a summer break to delve deeply into our family
research. I’m sure our calendars are full
of plans.
For about a year now, the society has
been thinking about hosting a local workshop. The purpose is two-fold. One, to
help people newly interested in their
family history get started, and two, to
grow our membership.
To move forward with these plans, we
need and want your input/effort. There
is much to be decided.
The following thoughts are for your consideration.
If you’ve ever helped create a conference, would you like to be in on the
planning stages? On the committee?
If you enjoy presenting and have a topic
that those new to genealogy research
would love to hear, would you be willing to present? If creating powerpoints is not your thing….I can help.
Are you great at meet and greet opportunities? We will need docents and others to help insure that attendees are
made welcome and directed to the right
places. Speakers may need assistance of
various kinds.
Can you help get the word out? Flyers
need to be placed at various locations,
including churches and schools, community colleges, and neighborhood associations. We don’t need to be in the newspaper; we need to be in the local chatter.
If we have several interested in helping
with publicity, one or two members
could divvy up a zip code. That would be
awesome!! We have about four targeted
areas.

There will be numerous opportunities for
YOU to be involved from quick and easy, at
your convenience, to involving a little more
time. Remember our goals are to help
others learn about their family history
and to increase our membership. Why
increase our membership? Because with
more revenue and active members, we can
provide greater enhanced services, speakers, and resources.
Honestly, there is an opportunity for each
of our members to contribute.
Consider
what YOU can do to make a difference.
Help learners find that key, that information, that skill that will make a HUGE
difference in their research results.
Please offer to assist with this opportunity
to grow genealogy research. Our conference, our venue, our topics all need to be
planned… jump in with both feet!! Consider
it genealogy “skinny dipping!” I believe you
will enjoy the contribution you make.
Email me. What would YOU like to see
happen to help learners open the doors to
their family history.? Get involved.
EMAIL ME if you are willing to help!!
Thank you,
Linda
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Members, as this program year closes, the
Board membership is about to change.
When Jenny Sharrer became President last
year, she stated that she would serve for
one year. She has done a remarkable job,
serving under particularly difficult circumstances. We are very appreciative of her
leadership. So, with Jenny stepping down
from the President position, our Nominations Committee approached the following
persons to serve on the Board.
The committee has nominated the following for the Board:
•

Gail Colby, President

•

Pacquitta Laverents, Secretary

•

Jenny Sharrer, Director

At the April meeting, the floor was opened

for additional nominations and none were
offered. According to the bylaws, since
there is only one candidate for each position, an election will not be conducted.
Therefore, the persons named will take
office at the end of the general meeting
on May 13th. All other positions are multi
-year terms and are not up for election at
this time.
We are very thankful to Gail, Pacquitta
and Jenny for agreeing to serve our society. We hope as time progresses and
COVID fades that more of our members
will get involved in leadership.
Thank you to our Nominating Committee:
Ron Ware, Chair; Tom Matchett, and Edie
O’Brien for your work to assure continuing
quality leadership.

Editor’s Corner: With Appreciation!!
Hi WHAGS members,
I am so grateful to have had the pleasure
of contributing and putting the newsletter together for you. This issue is done
and I’m already thinking about next
year. So many of you have made this
possible. You inspired, instructed and
gave of your time. I want to especially
thank our Board members, in addition to
Ron Ware, Edie O’Brien, and Mark Winzenburg. Additional members and
friends provided great information to our
newsletter. These include Diane Rausch,
Janie Cain, Gary Tober, Judy Durham,
Shauna Leggat, Jeanie Smith, Sandra
Anders, and Nancy Crane. I would be remiss if I did not share that not only did
Nancy contribute an article on indexing
last Fall,

By Linda Hudson

but she has faithfully been the proofreader for all materials in each issue. Her efforts have added greatly to the quality of
our newsletter and I owe her a grand
debt of gratitude.
A few of you have already talked about
contributions after the summer. I do
hope you will continue to contribute and
other members will also. We all have
skills to bring to the game. Your story
may be the one that changes someone’s
research, their life!
Have a wonderful, healthful summer.
Get out and have some fun.
All my best, Linda
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Good to Know! Beginner Tips!
No matter what ethnicity we are researching, there are tips to help us begin. Start
with what you know and have. Gather documents, ask living family about births,
marriages, and deaths. Ask about locations lived. Don’t throw anything away until you have really looked at it. Grandma’s
old dresser may have some of the following
documents in it: vital records (BMD), tax
records, letters, newspaper clippings, land
deeds, school certificates, diaries, and
more.
Organize your documents and notes. Make
a list of names and associated documents
with dates you have for that person. Scan
or photograph each document. Do a digital
upload, not just to your computer, but to a
cloud storage. You should also store these
materials on a second external drive and
give a copy to someone else in case of a
fire. Protect your history!

BOARD:
Jenny Sharrer, President
Tom Woltz SR, Vice President

West
Houston
Area
Genealogy
Society

Tom Matchett, Treasurer
Gail Colby, Secretary

Currently

Linda Hudson, Director

Meeting
Virtually

Alan Leeds, Director

Neal Scott, Director
Email:
Membership@houstonwestfamgen.org
Website & Virtually:
www.whags.org

MORE TO KNOW
Persons of African descent in the U.S.
whose families arrived here undocumented
through the slave trade face obstacles in
tracking their family history. In the Fall, we
will discuss Africans and DNA tests, but right
now I want to share with you this cool website. It is a great resource. It has articles
about African American’s who contributed to
U.S. history in unique ways, timelines, state
specific events of note, primary documents,
and research guides. It is a great site for the
family genealogist, students, teachers, and
anyone interested in history.
https://www.blackpast.org/african-americanhistory/african-american-history-genealogy/

WE ARE COUSINS Conference
https://wacconference.com/
Check out the three day schedule of
topics. There is a focus on Mexico
and Texas’ records and history.
Dates: View beginning September
15-17, 2021
Registration is currently $100 and
you have access to view through
November 30, 2021.
See their website for registration information.
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