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“Genes are like
the story and
DNA is the

language that
the story is
written in.”
Sam Kean

September 2020

Presenting Virtually!

Speaking at our
first presentation of
2020-21, is our
own Gail Colby! Her
presentation is entitled “DNA Results!? Now
What?!”
You’ve received
your DNA results!
Your ethnicity isn’t
what you’ve been
told. What are all
those numbers and
what do they
mean? Who are all

those people in my
match list? How do
I use all this data?
What is DNA anyway? Gail Colby of
Houston West Family Genealogy Society will explain
what DNA is, what
your results mean,
how you can make
sense of them and
how you can use
the data to solve
genealogical puzzles.
Find us virtually at:
https://www.houstonwestfamgen.org

“What do I do with my DNA results?” by Gail Colby

You got the email:
Your DNA results
are in! Great news!
You log into the
DNA testing site
and are presented
with many choices
on the home page,
depending on your
testing company.
Many people test

for ethnicity which
make great party
conversation topics.
Your ethnicity estimate will differ
from company to
company and
change over time
as the companies
increase their reference pools and re-

©

fine their estimation algorithms. For
genealogical research, your DNA
matches can provide great information helping to
break down brick
walls, identify biological parents, etc .
Cont. on page 3
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The President’s Corner….

Greetings to all,
Your new leadership team was right in
the middle of putting together plans for
the Society’s fall programming when our
world—and yours too, I am sure—was
flipped upside down. Fortunately, you
quickly joined us in learning how to function in a virtual environment.
Please allow this initial edition of our
very first newsletter to aid in renewing
your excitement for the genealogy adventure. The newsletter is just the initial
feature in store for you during the upcoming programming year. Plans are
underway for a Special Interest Group
(SIG) on DNA this fall and a workshop in
the spring on getting started in genealogy. We also have plans to take at least
one virtual trip as a group…perhaps to
the Clayton Library Center.
Thanks to the hard work of your leadership team, we have put together a Calendar of Events for programs to start in
September. We hope you have it posted
on your refrigerator and noted in your
planner! We look forward to ‘seeing’
you at our upcoming virtual programs.
You have just received an email with a
Membership Application inviting you to
rejoin for the year beginning September
1st. Please complete the form and return by September 10th.

During the next few months, our ambitious programs and the new roles many
of us have taken on will keep our volunteers busy. I extend my personal ‘Thank
You’ to members and leaders who are
currently volunteering. If you have not
yet volunteered to assist on a committee
or with a project, please let me know if
you are willing to help. I’ll put you in
touch with the appropriate leader or
chairperson. I hope you will volunteer
your time and talent toward making
HWFGS the premier organization we can
all be proud of—everyone can assist in
some way!
We have lofty aspirations for the upcoming year. Join us for fun, learning, volunteering and socializing with likeminded
researchers!
Jenny Sharrer, President
____________________
Write me at jennysharrer@sbcglobal.net
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“What do I do with my DNA results?” continued from pg 1
Genetic information through shared matches can also uncover surprises and long hidden secrets that many prefer to forget. For this discussion, we will focus on autosomal DNA (atDNA), the most common DNA testing done by most of the companies.
The different types of DNA, what they are, and how you can use the data will be covered in later discussions.
Ethnicity
Everyone wants to know where they come from and this is the main reason many
folks test. Check out your ethnicity estimates, but take the results with a grain of
salt, as these are estimates and will change over time. If you have tested, or upload
to more than one site, take the time to compare the results. You will be surprised!
My ethnicity estimates are all over the world depending on the testing or analysis
company. I have directly tested my autosomal DNA with Ancestry and 23&Me, and
uploaded the data to My Heritage, FamilyTreeDNA, LivingDNA, and GEDMatch. I will
quickly discuss the big four ‘testing companies’ (Ancestry, 23andMe, FamilyTreeDNA,
and My Heritage) ethnicity estimates using my DNA data.
Ancestry
On Ancestry, I am 100% European in origin, 99% of that is the British Isles, northwest Europe, and Norway; and 1% Portuguese.1 See figure 1. In line with my expectations, based on traditional genealogical research. I have German ancestors who arrived in the colonies in the 1700s and I was not really expecting to see German in my
ethnicity estimate. “German” and “English” DNA are similar due to a common origin.
20%-40% of English DNA is Germanic in origin.2
FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA)
I uploaded my Ancestry DNA data to FamilyTree DNA FamilyFinder. The ethnicity estimate results are generally aligned with Ancestry: 100% European, of which, 59% is
west and central Europe, 38% British Isles, and 3% southeast European.3 At least
they have all of my genetic, ancestral origins on the European continent and reflect
broader genetic diversity. See figure 1.
23andMe
23&Me has a more global distribution for my ethnicity estimates, generally similar to
Ancestry, but more diverse. I am 99.6% European, with 98.1% in northwestern Europe. Britain and Ireland account for 50.4% of my ethnicity; France and Germany,
28.1%; Scandinavia, 1.3%; and broadly northwestern European, 18.3%. I am 0.8%
southern European, equally divided between Italy and broadly southern European.
The remainder of my European ancestry is 0.3% Ashkenazi Jewish and 0.4% broadly
European. 23&Me found 0.4% trace ancestry equally divided between central Asia
and north Africa.4 See figure 2. Wow! Genetic ancestry curveballs! These results are
at the 50% speculative level.
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At the 90% conservative level, I am 97.4% European: 78.2% northwestern Europe including 9.4% British and Irish, and 68.8% broadly northwestern European; 0.2% Ashkenazi Jewish; 19.0% broadly European; and 2.6% unassigned.5 Confidence level is a
nice feature, but still points to the speculative nature of ethnicity estimation.
My Heritage
My Heritage also offers the ability to upload your DNA from other testing sites. I uploaded my Ancestry DNA data here, when it became available. The results are also interesting. On My Heritage, I am 96.7% European: 93.6% English and 3.1% Irish, Scottish, and Welsh. The remaining 3.3% of my DNA is African: 2.3% north African and
1.0% from Nigeria in west Africa.6 See figure 2. Very interesting results. 3.3% is approximately 200 cM, not an insignificant amount of DNA. This is worth exploring.
Ethnicity maps by testing company
The following images were taken of my ethnicity estimates, from Ancestry, FTDNA,
23andMe, and My Heritage. The DNA used by Ancestry, FTDNA, and My Heritage is the
same. I downloaded my Ancestry data and uploaded it to FTDNA and My Heritage. Ancestry and 23andMe do not have an upload feature and require DNA samples to be submitted.
See pg. 5 for side by side comparison of ethnicity maps.
Ethnicity is an estimate. It is speculative and reliant on the companies’ test pools and
ethnicity estimate algorithms. It also changes as the test pools and algorithms are refined.
Matches
The genealogical power of DNA is in your matches. Matches are people with whom you
share DNA. These can be called DNA matches (Ancestry and My Heritage), DNA relatives (23andMe), and Family Finder – Matches (FTDNA). They are generally listed from
the most shared DNA to the least. You and a DNA match share an ancestor or an ancestral couple, commonly referred to as the most recent common ancestor/ancestral
(MRCA) couple. The MRCA couple for first cousins (1Cs) is their shared grandparents;
for (2Cs), it is the shared great-grandparents. A half relationship will result in a shared
common ancestor. The further back in your line the MRCA couple is, the less DNA you
share. On average, you receive 50% of your DNA from each parent, on average 25%
from each grandparent, 12.5% from each great-grandparent, and so on. These are averages, and except for your parents, you may have more than the average or less. This
is due to the recombination of DNA during meiosis, the formation of egg and sperm
cells.11
When you look at your matches ranked by percent or strength, you see a number or
percentage that indicates the amount of shared DNA. The number is listed so many cM
across x segments. The abbreviation, cM is for centiMorgan, which is a unit of recombinant frequency measuring genetic distance. A centimorgan is equal to a 1% chance
that a marker at one in one position on a chromosome will separate from a marker at a
second position due to crossover during recombination in a single generation. 12 Essentially, it is a measure of relatedness. The higher the number, either in centiMorgans
or percentage, the more closely two people are related genetically.
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Ethnicity maps by testing company.
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Ancestry
Ancestry has the largest pool of testers, about 18 million,13 and you should have more
matches here than on the other sites. Ancestry lists your matches as DNA Matches and
shows the name or alias, predicted relationship, amount of shared DNA, a tree link (if
a tree is available), and potential common ancestor(s). You can group your matches
into twenty-four separate groups using the “Add to group” feature. Groups are shown
as colored dots and defined by the user. Most people use these groups to identify ancestral lines with different colors for each ancestor or ancestral couple. I use MRCA
couple groups. You can also filter your matches by preidentified filters. I find
“Unviewed” helpful to identify matches that I have not looked at previously. There is
also the ability to sort by date or relationship. The default is relationship.

This is a new match for me on Ancestry. At first glance, I know it is a
maternal match as I have tested my father. If this was a paternal
match, Ancestry would have tagged it as such. The blue dot indicates the match has
not been viewed. Ancestry provides a gross relationship estimation; take this with a
grain of salt. This match also has an unlinked tree attached to her account. The important thing is the shared DNA of 185 cM across 13 segments.14 The segment data is
interesting but not useful on Ancestry as this is all the segment data they provide. In
the near future, Ancestry will list the longest, shared segment.15 This DNA match will
be further explored in a case study in the next newsletter to illustrate how you can
evaluate your DNA matches on Ancestry and other DNA sites.

Ancestry provides a “tool” labelled “ThruLines™.” ThruLines™ can show how you may
be related to a DNA match through a common ancestor. It uses your tree, linked to
your DNA, and searches other trees on Ancestry to provide DNA matches through a
potential, common ancestor. ThruLines™ needs at least three to four generations of a
tree to undertake a potential search.16 Consider these like the shaky leaf hints as the
basis for further research. See Diane Rausch’s article on her application of ThruLines™.
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FTDNA
FTDNA provides a set of tabs at the top of your match list, showing the total number
of matches and the breakdown of those matches into paternal or maternal if your parents have tested on, or uploaded to, FTDNA. You can sort on the column headers, except ancestral surnames, to facilitate your searches.

Donna is a maternal match as there is no blue box male silhouette, as in my DNA
match, TBD, below. Donna and I share 155 cM of DNA with the largest segment/block
of 27 cM. We also match on the X chromosome, something that Ancestry does not
show or count. She has a tree available to view and an email address for contact. The
ancestral surname of Bennett in East Hampton, New York is a surname in my mother’s line. FTDNA also provides the date of the match which is helpful in viewing newer
matches. The + at the end of the row is for additional information, e.g., additional
surnames, mtDNA and/or Y-DNA haplogroups.17
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To look at shared matches on FTDNA, click the box on the far left, go up to the top of
the list and click on the box
. These “In Common With” matches share DNA
with you and the match to whom you are comparing. If you can identify maternal and
paternal matches, use these to start separating your matches into the appropriate
lines. To find maternal matches on FTDNA, I would select Donna by checking the box
to the left of the picture or silhouette and then select “In Common With” as the filter.
All the people who match me and Donna are on my maternal side and our likely
MRCA couple(s) were from, or had roots on, the east end of Long Island.
You can also use the drop-down menu in the box on the upper left to filter your
matches.

The power of FTDNA, 23andMe, and My Heritage is in the additional tools that are
available on these sites. They all have a chromosome browser which allows you to
compare with your matches exactly where you share DNA, i.e., on which chromosome
and where on that chromosome the shared segment(s) are. There are also third-party
tools that can be used to enhance and facilitate DNA research. In future newsletters,
we will explore the power of the chromosome browser and other available tools and
apply them in case studies.

____________________________
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“Using ThruLinesTM* in Ancestry.com to break down a
brick wall” by Diane Rausch.
When researching genealogy we all have
what we call dead ends or brick walls.
They are frustrating and time consuming.
My mom is a Smith, the most common of
the common names. On top of that my
family used common first names. My
grandfather is Thomas, his father is James
C., then John and his father James. I was
lucky enough to know my grandfather,
Thomas Smith. From family information, I
know about James C. Smith, my great
grandfather and John “Big John” Smith,
my 2nd great grandfather.
Facts: John “Big John” Smith, my 2ndgreat grandfather, was in Brown Co., Ohio
in 1850: he is on the 1850 census with his
very young wife and her siblings. I know
that John left Ohio and spent several years
in Indiana. Then he and his growing family
are on the 1860 census in Linn Co., Iowa.
He settled there and that’s where I grew
up.
Facts: John’s father, James Smith, my 3rd
great grandfather, was in Brown Co., Ohio.
I know that James was married to Betsy
McNulty. I know that the McNultys came
from Frederick Co., Virginia, and that they
moved to Brown Co., Ohio before 1820.
James McNulty, Betsy’s father, is on the
1820 census in Brown Co, Ohio. Information about the McNultys has been researched and confirmed. Also, James
Smith and Betsy McNulty are named on
several of their children’s death certificates.
My question has always been where
did James Smith come from and who
are his parents?
I tested my DNA with AncestryDNA years
ago. I also had my aunt, my dad’s sister,
test her DNA, a few Smith cousins, and my
brothers. If you can, encourage
*ThruLines is a registered Trademark of Ancestry.com

others to test their DNA and then get
their permission to attach it to your
tree. I have found that sometimes you
get different results with their DNA.
Ancestry.com over the years has improved their DNA site. They used to
have circles for matches but I could
never understand that and just stopped
looking at it. Then they upgraded and
now have ThruLinesTM. If you haven’t
used the ThruLinesTM part of ancestry
DNA you are missing out. When you
open it you see your parents at the top.
Then, you go down through all of your
ancestors to 5th great grandparents.
One day just scrolling down ThruLinesTM, I found six names that were not
familiar to me. ThruLinesTM stated that
my 4th great grandparents were Philip
Smith and Agnes Waits, and that my 5th
great grandparents were Philp Schmidt,
Barbara Markley, John Waits and Ann
DeLoss. Philip and Barbara Schmidt are
Philip’s parents and John and Ann Waits
are Agnes Waits Smith’ parents. This
told me that Philip and Agnes Smith
were my James Smith’s parents.
Wow!!! Could this be true? Not only his parents but grandparents.
Philip Smith, my predicted 4th great
grandfather, settled his family after the
Revolutionary War in Wayne Co., Ohio
which is in the upper part of Ohio, south
of Cleveland. My James Smith is in
Brown Co., Ohio which is on the southern border of Ohio near Cincinnati. If he
is their son, how and why did he end up
in Brown Co., Ohio?
See ThruLinesTM on pg.11 and pedigree
chart on pg. 13.
Now I needed to do research on
these new names and see for myself
what the connections are.
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What I saw on ThruLinesTM:

A pedigree chart for John “Big John” Smith, my 2nd great grandfather, is on page 13.
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“Using ThruLinesTM in Ancestry.com to break down a brick
wall” — continued
Luckily, there is a lot of information
about Philip Smith, the individual from
Wayne Co., Ohio. Philip was a Revolutionary War veteran. A book written
about the Sandusky, Ohio battle actually had quotes from Philip Smith. One of
his grandsons had given the information
to the author in 1873. The book
named three of his children, who were
still living at that time, and a daughter,
Agnes McFadden was one of them. I
had a DNA match with Agnes’s line.
Besides a sister there is another DNA
match with an older brother in George
P. Smith’s line.
Question: How and why did my Smith
line end up in Brown Co., Ohio? I started looking at the list of Smith children.
Philip Smith had a will and he named all
10 of his children. I had no luck with
any of the Smith children moving to
Brown Co., Ohio.
Next, I looked at the line of the mother, Agnes Waits Smith. I found several
of her brothers had moved to Brown
Co., Ohio. Maybe, a nephew, James
Smith had followed them?
Fact: On the 1820 census in Brown Co.,
Ohio James Smith is named and his
neighbors are his brother in laws, John
and Aziel McNulty.
DNA matches: Agnes Waits, the mother of James Smith, had two brothers,
James and Charles Waits, who moved
to Brown Co., Ohio. They are both on
the 1830 and 1840 census in Brown
Co., Ohio. I have DNA matches with
descendants of James, John, and Christina, who are all siblings of Agnes
Waits.

DNA matches: I have four DNA matches
with Philip Schmidt, the father of Philip
Smith through three of his sons, Henry,
Nicholas, and George; and one through
with a daughter, Elizabeth.
Problem: On Find A Grave, a James
Smith was claimed as one of Philip and
Agnes Smith sons. He had died in Wayne
Co., Ohio. He was the right age but he
had a different wife. I think that this
James Smith was the son of a brother of
my James. As we all know, it is very easy
to confuse people with the same name.
Since a James is named in the will, people
may assume this is the correct James.
My conclusion: I feel pretty confident
now that James Smith’s parents are Philip
Smith and Agnes Waits. I would probably
never have found any of this without using
DNA.
I hope to go to Ohio this fall to do further
research. Since this year is so uncertain,
we’ll have to see how that turns out.
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“Why I do Genealogy” by Janie Cain
Growing up with ten first
cousins we had so much fun
when we all were together at
our maternal grandparents
house in Buffalo, Texas. Buffalo, Texas is in Leon county
north on I 45. My Mom and
her two sisters grew up there
in a nearby suburb of Keechi,
among a population of 600,
which was primarily farm
families. Grand Daddy was a
quiet man with dark skin and
often talked about his Indian
background. John Clinton
Lummus, his father, was a
white man with blonde hair
and blue eyes and his mother,
Vivian Oden, had black hair
and dark eyes. John was 42
and Vivian was 24 when they
married in the Sand Lake
Choctaw Community.

My cousins and I always
heard that we had some
Cherokee blood in our background but to date I have
only found some possible
Choctaw. Vivian Oden’s
mother, Sara Elizabeth Lee,
applied to the Choctaw reservation in Atoka for herself
and two of her sons; they
were accepted into the
tribe. Hunting for the Indian blood started my genealogy hunt when I was fortyeight years old and has expanded into several family
lines since that time. My
primary family lines are
Armstrong, Dolson, Lummus, Oden, and Smith
(Louisiana via Pennsylvania) and I have become the
family historian.

DNA Special Interest Group (SIG)
DNA is becoming a large part of today’s genealogical research. It can be used to
break through brick walls, find unknown cousins, identify the biological family of
adoptees, confirm documentary research, and identify suspects in violent crimes. To
help Houston West Family Genealogy Society members better understand and use
DNA, your Society is in the process of forming a DNA SIG. This group will be cofacilitated by Gail Colby and Mark Winzenburg. We will be using the book Genetic Genealogy in Practice by Blaine T. Bettinger and Debbie Parker Wayne available at the
National Genealogy Society store for about $25 (member price), and Amazon for $36
(paperback) and $9 (Kindle). Anticipated start of the SIG will be this fall with a target
in October, depending on interest. The goal of the DNA SIG is to further knowledge of
DNA and its use in genealogical research. We will examine all aspects of DNA in a collaborative manner and discuss individual problems. In the current environment, we
will conduct our meetings virtually. If you are interested, please contact Gail at grcolby@att.net or Mark at mlwinzenburg@gmail.com.
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HWFGS Library Update
Your library is
growing and is
available seven
days a week from
7 AM to 9 PM at
The Westlake Complex, (9636 Saums
Rd., Houston, TX
77084). No appointment needed.
When you go,
please access the
library through the
door into the large

meeting room down
the hall past the
bathrooms. Enter
quietly, in the
event there is a
meeting in progress.
The library is in a
locked cabinet. The
key is hanging on
right end of cabinet. Enjoy browsing and make sure
you lock the cabi-

net when you
leave.
New additions to
the collection include 21 back issues of the Genealogical Record from
the Houston Genealogical Forum and
three books including Thomas Jones’
Mastering Genealogical Proof, Devon and Andrew

Facebook
Houston West Family Genealogy Society has a NEW Facebook page.
Having a FB page
or presence provides another opportunity for someone searching for a
GenSoc in the area

to find us. It also
provides a place for
us to post a question about research
or sources, etc —
and receive answers from fellow
members who have
walked in our research shoes. The
answer to your re-

search dilemma
may be closer than
you think.
Please join us on
Facebook. We look
forward to seeing
you on the Houston
West Family Genealogy Society
Page!!

Editor’s Corner by Linda Hudson
What you love can
sometimes be
work. I love genealogy and promoting it. So, I’m challenging myself to
develop new skills
to bring this newsletter to you.
Please be patient,

the learning curve
is big.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this first issue. This newsletter wouldn’t be
possible without
your efforts and the

efforts of those who
follow your lead.
We are all adapting
and growing for a
worthwhile endeavor.

Lee’s—A Recipe for
Writing Family History and Diahan
Southard’s Your
DNA Guide: The
Book. If checking
out an item, sign
the card with your
phone number and
date and leave it in
the box in the cabinet.
Enjoy!
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HWFGS 2020-2021
KEEPING YOU INFORMED…….
January

August
06 1-3 PM Virtual Social
13 1-3 PM HWFGS Board Meeting
17 HWFGS Membership Applications sent

14 12:30 PM Meet & Greet
1-3 PM Jeanie Smith - "Organizing and Preserving
Your Stuff"
3 PM HWFGS Board Meeting

February

September
2-5 Federation of Genealogical Societies
Virtual Conference
www.fgs.org
10 12:30 PM Meet & Greet
1-3 PM Gail Colby - "DNA Results!? Now
What?!”
3 PM
HWFGS Board Meeting

11 12:30 PM Meet & Greet
1-3 PM Susan Kaufman - "Researching Our
Ancestors in Libraries, Archives, &
Repositories"
3 PM

March
11 12:30

October
8

12:30 PM Meet & Greet
1-3 PM Caroline Pointer – “10 Tech Tools
to Help You Collaborate with
Family for your Research”

HWFGS Board Meeting

PM Meet & Greet

1-3 PM “Maximizing Your Use of Ancestry.com”
3 PM
HWFGS Board Meeting
14

Daylight Savings - Spring Forward!

April
8 12:30 PM Meet & Greet
1-3 PM (Pending confirmation presenter)

November

3 PM

1 Daylight Savings Time Ends - Fall Back!
12 12PM
Meet & Greet
1-3 PM “Maximizing Your Use of
Family Search.org”
3 PM
HWFGS Board Meeting
13-15
TSGS 2020 Family History
Conference - www.txsgs.org

December
10 12:30-3 PM Holiday Party & Members’
"Show & Tell"

HWFGS Board Meeting

May
13 12:30

PM Meet & Greet

1-3 PM “Two Approaches for Recording Your Finds:
1) Writing as You Go and
2) Family Book Creator
2021-2022 Board Elections
3 PM

HWFGS Board Meeting

20-23 National Genealogical Society 2021 Family
History Conference – Salt Lake City, UT
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
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What “ThruLines” does! Following
quote from legacytree.com/blog dated
May 23, 2019

BOARD:

Houston
West FGS

Jenny Sharrer, President

Currently

Tom Woltz SR, Vice President

Meeting
Virtually

TM

“ThruLines shows identified descendants of a given ancestor who have tested with AncestryDNA, and share DNA
with the tester whose results are being
reviewed. The ancestral path between
the common ancestor and each DNA
match is provided, along with predicted
relationship and amount of DNA
shared.”

This process works if you have a public
tree OR private tree that is searchable.
The advantage? You get to see without
excessive searching who others have
found in your similar family research.
Giving you their records to evaluate.

Vacancy, Treasurer
Gail Colby, Secretary
Linda Hudson, Director
Alan Leeds, Director
Vacancy, Director
Email:

Membership@houstonwestfamgen.org
Website & Virtually:
https://www.houstonwestfamgen.org

MORE TO KNOW
2020 TxSGS Family History Conference

British Institute Virtual Conference

November 13-15, 2020 at the

October 12-14, 2020

Omni Mandalay Hotel at Las Colinas

Topics:

Near Dallas
https://www.txsgs.org/event/txsgs-2020family-history-conference-save-the-date/

•

Tracing Your Irish Family History

•

English Research: Fundamentals &
Beyond

•

Hidden Treasures in Welsh Family
History

Purchase by the day or combos.
Non-members can participate.
Watch their website for updates.

https://www.isbgfh.com/Virtual-BritishInstitute

