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Noteworthy & Upcom- 12
ing Events

Sarah Swan of NARA — our January
speaker.

January 2022

Local genealogy expert Irene Walters will answer
questions after the
video presentation
of Sarah Swanson.
Irene is an employee at Clayton Library. Sarah’s prerecorded presentation “Finding
Genealogy
“Resources &
Tools in National
Archives” will be
shown. Sarah’s
presentation was
part of the National
Archives Genealogy
Series and originally aired on May 12,
2021. Her presen-

tation will explain
what you can find
and how to navigate the National
Archives website,
archives.gov/
genealogy. Sarah
has been an employee of NARA for
over 18 years as a
member of the
Web Team. Part
of her job is to
make the interface
more user friendly.
She is also working
on the launch of
the 1950 census!!

Saturday!

Save the Date!

whags.org

January 22, 2022

The meeting opens
at 10:00 am and
the program will
begin at 10:30
pm. We will be
meeting in person
at the Steve Raddack Center on
Clay Road or you
can attend virtually.
This should be a
most informative
and timely
presentation!!
Watch for a link at
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The President’s
Corner
Happy New Year and Welcome to 2022!
This year is a big year for genealogy. The 1950 US federal census, the 1921 Census of
England and Wales, and the 1921 Scotland census will be available for researchers to
access.
1950 US federal census by Gail Colby ©
The US 1950 census will be released by the US National Archives in April, with a tentative date of 01 April 2022, seventy-two years after the official enumeration date. The
records should be available online and accessible at no cost. The census records will
not be “name indexed” on the initial release. The name indexing could take upwards of
six months. Searches of the 1950 census will be by location, specifically enumeration
district (ED). To find the ED, you need an address or approximate location. The
www.stevemorse.org website has good overview material and a “Universal 1880-1950
Census ED Finder,” https://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html.
I used the following to find the ED for my mother’s family in East Hampton, Suffolk
County, New York:

I clicked “See ED Maps for Suffolk County,” and got the following screen as I selected
“other,” in the “City or Town” field above as East Hampton was not in the pull-down
menu. In the “City,” field, I scrolled down to East Hampton Town

After clicking on “Get ED Map Images,” the below links appeared. I selected the direct
link for its higher resolution.
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This is a snippet of the map with the map title and legend, note the 1950 date, see
Figure 1:

Figure 1. 1950 Census, Enumeration District Map, Town of East Hampton, Suffolk County, New York.

My mother’s family lived on Three Mile Harbor Road in the town of East Hampton. I
enlarged the image and scrolled around to find the appropriate ED that included Three
Mile Harbor Road. The ED for my mother’s family in 1950 was 52-118, see Figure 2.
Three Mile Harbor Road runs north/south, bisecting the district.
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Map, Town of East Hampton, Suffolk County, New York, ED 52-118.

Figure 2. 1950 Census, Enumeration District

Enumeration districts do not necessarily remain constant from one census to the next.
The ED for my mother’s family in 1940 does not correspond to the ED for the 1950
census.
I encourage you to play around with the www.stevemorse.org census tools in preparation for the release of the 1950 US census.
1921 England and Wales census and 1921 Scotland census
The 1921 Census of England and Wales will be/was launched on 06 January 1921 at
00:01 GMT (05 January 2021, 6:01 pm), exclusively on Find My Past, https://
www.findmypast.com. The 1921 census data set will only be on Find My Past for up to
three years. This is the only census or census equivalent for England and Wales after
1911 until the 1939 England and Wales Register (currently available to view with redacted data). The 1931 census was destroyed in a fire in 1942 and the 1941 census
was not conducted because of World War II. Unlike the United States’ 72-year delay in
opening censuses to the public, the England and Wales censuses are kept private for
100 years. The next available England and Wales census will be the 1951 census released in 2052.
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There are pay-per-view costs associated with record images and transcripts of the
England and Wales 1921 census. Images will cost £3.50 (approximately $4.70) each,
and transcripts £2.50 (approximately $3.36) each, to view. Find My Past 12-month Pro
subscribers will receive a 10% discount on 1921 census purchases. The 1921 census is
indexed and can be searched for free, but viewing the images and/transcripts will cost
as noted above. These charges by Find My Past recoup the costs of digitizing and transcribing the 18,235,242 images from the UK National Archives records. Free access to
these digital records is available, in person, at the National Archives at Kew, London;
the Manchester Central Library in Manchester, England; and the National Library of
Wales in Aberystwyth, Wales.
The 1921 Scotland census indexed images will be released in the second half of 2022
on ScotlandsPeople website (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk) and in the ScotlandsPeople
Centre in Edinburgh. The records will be free to search and £1.50 to view and download.
1920s Ireland census
There was no census taken in 1921 in Ireland because of the War or Independence.
The first census in the Irish Free State was conducted in 1926 and is due to be released in January 2027. It should be available on the website of the National Archives
of Ireland (http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/search/). As this is still six years
away, check the website for updates. There is no guarantee that Ireland will not follow
the access methodology of England and use a pay-per-view model.
Hopefully, these record sets will help you fill in some blanks in your family history.
References:
1

Stephen P. Morse and Joel D. Weintraub, One-Step Webpages by Dtephen P. Morse (https://stevemorse.org/census/1950census.htm : accessed 27
December 2021), “Getting Ready for the 1950 Census: Searching With and Without a Name Index.”
“1950 Census, Enumeration District Map, Town of East Hampton, Suffolk County, New York,” image, National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) (https://catalog.archives.gov/OpaAPI/media/24519720/content/census-1950/maps/0059/16-a2-025-04506.jpg : accessed 27 December
2021).
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1950 Census, Enumeration District Map, Town of East Hampton, Suffolk County, New York,” image, National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA), (https://catalog.archives.gov/OpaAPI/media/24519720/content/census-1950/maps/0059/16-a2-025-04506.jpg : accessed 27 December
2021).
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“The 1921 Census is Coming,” Find My Past (https://www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census : accessed 27 December 2021), 2021.
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“The 1921 Census is Coming,” Find My Past (https://www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census : accessed 27 December 2021), 2021. Rick Crume, “The
1921 UK Census: What It Is and When It Will Be Relesed,” Family Tree Magazine (https://www.familytreemagazine.com/records/census/1921-ukcensus/ : accessed 27 December 2021).
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“Census Records,” National Records of Scotland (https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/census-records : accessed 28 December 2021),
2021. “Our charges,” ScotlandsPeople (https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/content/our-charges : accessed 28 December 2021).
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The National Archives of Ireland, “History of Irish census records,” Genealogy (http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/help/history.html : accessed
28 December 2021).
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“A Place in Time: Amazing Things Found at the National Archives” by Diane Rausch ©
While living in Williamsburg, Virginia, I belonged to a genealogy group that organized bus trips to Washington, D. C. every
couple of months. The bus stopped at the
DAR Library, the National Archives and the
Library of Congress.
At the National Archives (procedures would
change over the years) you usually spent
the better part of an hour getting your research card updated (The card only lasts a
short period). It is a good idea to pick up
archive request forms and take them to fill
out for your next visit. Then as soon as
you get there, assuming your card had not
expired, you can get your paperwork in before the archives first pull. There are several pulls during the day but you did not
want to miss one or you could be waiting
with nothing to do. You then go upstairs
to the research room and wait for what
you hope will be the find of the century.
If you do need to look at microfilm you can
go straight to that or go there to fill in time
between pulls.

I was lucky enough to know my dad’s
maternal grandmother, Margery Anna
Ore Paris, who was born in 1873 in Missouri and died in 1960 in Iowa. She told
us stories about growing up and about
her father, William Ore. He was supposed to have fought during the Civil
War on the southern side. They lived in
Missouri, where the western side of the
state was fighting for the north and the
eastern side was fighting for the south.
I’ve found a William Ore/Orr in Confederate records but still can’t find much on
him. There is a family story that William’s home was used as a Union hospital. Evidently, toward the end of the war
William was hiding away from the house
and trying to get home but with the Union soldiers there he couldn’t. They did
have a few slaves and one of them would
take him food and supplies. When the
Union soldiers were moving out they said
to my 2nd great grandmother, “You can
tell your husband he can come home
now.”
My great grandfather, Margery’s husband, was Lorenzo Dow “L. D.” Paris, Jr.
He was born in1864 in Indiana and died
in Iowa in 1945. I knew that my great
grandparents had lived and married in
Missouri and that they had moved to Iowa about 1917. L. D.’s father, Lorenzo
Dow Paris, Sr. was in Indiana during the
Civil War.

This is the type of ID you will receive.

Most of my finds at the archives were from
Civil War records. One of my best finds
was for my dad’s side of the family.

A side note: doing research, I have
found many people with the name Lorenzo Dow. One day I stumbled on why
so many sons had that name. There was
a traveling preacher named Lorenzo Dow
who was very famous and it seems hundreds of children were named after him
in the early 1800’s.
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by Diane Rausch ©
On one of my trips to the Archives I
looked up Lorenzo Dow Paris, Sr. (18211876) Civil War Pension. One document
alone was a huge find. It was the Children’s Application for Pension (See attachment below). I found out Lorenzo Dow
Paris, Sr.’s wife’s maiden name was Margaret Rhodes. Margaret Rhodes and L. D.
Paris, Sr. were married by William Paris
on December 6th, 1843, in Fayetteville,
Indiana. William Paris was probably L.
D.’s brother. The document said that Lorenzo Dow Paris, Sr. died on October 5th,
1876 of a disease.

Two children were named, L. D. and Margaret Paris, along with their birthdates
and with Margaret’s death date.
After L. D. Paris, Sr.’s death, Margaret
and her youngest son, Lorenzo Dow Paris,
Jr, moved from Indiana to Missouri. I determined from census records that there
were older children besides the two in the
Civil War Pension papers and that two of
the older sons had moved to Missouri.
Therefore, Margaret and L. D., Jr. probably followed them.
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Cont’d: “Amazing Things Found at the National Archives”
by Diane Rausch ©
The pension document shows that Margaret and L. D. Paris, Jr. were living in Monroe County, Missouri on April 7th, 1890.
Another document in the pension papers
shows that Margaret had remarried a man
named Eddings on November 5th, 1879.
Other pension documents show that she
was near Victor, Monroe County, Missouri.
Victor is now under water and part of the
Mark Twain Lakes.
I have ordered documents from the Archives and have found that there is a lot
that they do not send you. The file for Lorenzo Dow Paris, Sr., is huge and it took
me most of the day to make copies of all
of it. Even though Fold3 is getting more
documents all of the time they may not
have everything that is in the file at the
archives. It is also very satisfying to be
able to hold the original documents.
With these Civil War Pension documents,
information in some books, along with
DNA I have now been able to fill in a lot of
information on my father’s maternal side
of my family. There are still a few brick
walls but it has thrilled my 93 year old
Aunt to know more about her family.
As great as my ancestor’s story is, an
even better story is about finding information on my husband’s ancestors 2nd
great grandfather’s Civil War Henry Rifle
at the Archives.
On a few trips to D.C. my husband, Vince,
went along to do research on his hobby of
collecting arms. Many of his friends have
done research at the Archives and have
written and published books and articles
about weapons.

My husband, like many family members,
is interested in his family’s genealogy but
not enough to do any research on it, so I
have done his side of the family too. On
one trip to D. C. I mentioned to him that if
he had time at the Archives could he look
up his ancestor, James Youtz, who fought
in the Civil War. He was going up to research Henry Rifles issued to Union soldiers. He would record the number of the
gun and who it had been issued to.
Knowing who had owned a weapon can
add value, plus it gives meaning to the
history of the weapon.
I had gone to the DAR library that day, so
when the bus picked him up he was very
excited to tell me his news. He was going
down a list of guns that were issued to
Union troops in Company K, 3rd Veterans
Volunteer Infantry. At the end of the list
there was a James Youtz. After getting
home my husband found that he had
James Youtz’s original discharge papers.
He later copied all of his Civil War documents at the Archives and now has a
notebook with all of the information together. He then found out that the rifle
had been sold in an auction. He contacted
the auction house and they connected him
with the person who bought the Henry Rifle. The man lived in California and was
willing to a talk about a trade. Unfortunately, the trade did not work out but the
auction house had written an article with a
photo of the Henry Rifle. The article even
named his ancestor, James Youtz (See the
next page).
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This was just a fortunate find. If I hadn’t given him his ancestor’s name he would not
have even known to look! If you haven’t yet made a trip to the National Archives it is
fun to visit D. C. and to do some research at the Archives or one of the other research
venues.
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“Resources to Broaden Your Knowledge” by Linda Hudson ©
When we start researching our family,
most of us have some knowledge about our
family history. Most of us have enough
facts to start. I’m talking about a few
names, births, locations, and marriages.
Sometimes, we don’t. Whether you have
basic facts or not, do not overlook local
or county-based libraries for resources. Local libraries often have books
that have been written about local history
with the names of members of the community and what they did. They also describe
the times in which our ancestors lived.

order by surname. Downstairs is their collection of state and county books in alpha
order by state and then county.
Be sure to contact any library before you
go. Ask what collections they have, whether any are online, and what you are allowed
to bring. Ask about manuscript collections,
genealogical journals, documents that contain records from foreign lands, special collections, and more.

Did you know that “The Houston Metropolitan Research Center is a research library
that houses photographs, documents, maps,
In a recent presentation by Mary K. Roddy, building plans, journal, oral histories, and
she noted that the following topics may be books for the study of Houston’s history?”
in local histories: persons involved in exIts collections include a Hispanic Collection
ploration and early settlement, formation
located in the Julia Ideson Library or “Old
of the state/local government, history of
Main.” “This special collection includes over
education programs, church histories, per- 100 collections of papers and photographs
sons responsible for bringing in industry
representing the contributions of Hispanics
and stories of growth in the community.
in every industry and their experience in the
There are many things to search. SouthBayou City. These archival records, coupled
ern states in particular have used these
with first-hand accounts captured via oral
types of documents to reconstruct local
history offer a rich account of the Hispanic
histories and family histories since many
experience in Houston. Materials range in
courthouses were destroyed during the
date from 1703 to the present, with the bulk
Civil War.
of the material covering the 1920s through
Locally, Clayton Library has significant rethe 1980s. Within these collections are a
sources from foreign countries, all states
significant number of materials about early
and some counties in each state. Not eve- Houston mutualistas (mutual aid societies),
ry county in a state is represented, but it
big band, Tejano, and Chicano music, the
certainly is worth looking. Some of their re- Mexican American experience during World
sources were never widely published.
War II, and the League of United Latin
Books include histories, marriage and cem- American Citizens (LULAC).”
etery record books, and other relevant top- Genealogical and/or historical societies may
ics. Some old cemetery books will have
have, or be able to direct you to, local colnames that “Findagrave” doesn’t because
lections in a region you are researching.
tombstones have weathered or broken.
Google is your friend. Be sure to use it and
The books were created before time took
wiki also to find local collections.
its toll or from lists the property owners
submitted that are more complete. Leave
no stone unturned. Pun intended.
Upstairs are family history books in alpha
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Cont’d: “Resources to Broaden Your Knowledge” by Linda
Hudson ©
Some digital portal examples from the recent TxSGS Conference includes:
•

The Texas Archival Resources Online
(TARO) https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/
taro/ This links to collections from
about 60 libraries, archives and museums mostly in Texas

•

Archives West http://
archiveswest.orbiscascade.org This
links to various collection from these
states: Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
Alaska, Montana, and Utah.

•

Rocky Mountain Online Archive https://
rmoa.unm.edu/index.php This site has
materials from Colorado, New Mexico,
and Wyoming primarily.

Many materials can be found regionally.
Search Archives of Southern States and
see what you get. Sometimes, it helps to
start wide and then narrow the search
range.
Colleen Greene offered other advice in this
presentation. She distinguished between
these groups of materials often used in genealogy research.
•

•

•

Institutional
o
o
Manuscripts
p o
Special
d or very rare

b
government
and
family

letters, d
Unique

Colorado Historical Newspapers Collection
www.coloradohistoricalnewspapers.org
This site is provided by the Colorado State
Library and has two million digitized papers from 1859 to 1924.

•

Digital Public Library of America (DPLA)
http://dp.la This service is provided by a
nonprofit with no physical location and includes collections from other digitized archive portals located throughout the U.S.
It has more than forty million digitized
sources.

The more of these resources you practice
with, the more you will become acclimated to
different programming layouts and functions.
Many sites will have tutorials to aid you in
getting the most out of your search.
Things to watch for if you are downloading
material:
•

Copyright status

•

Review each sites: finding aids and collection size.

If you are going to a location:
•

Determine how much time you will have
to research and your research approach.

•

Learn as much as you can before you go.

•

Check for visiting policies.

•

Email the archivist and discuss your project. Ask for research suggestions.

HAPPY RESEARCHING!!
-

She also shared several sites that you may
find interesting.
•

•

Calisphere http://calisphere.org This
UC maintained site contains collections
from across California and partner societies. There are more than one million
digital resources on California alone.

References:
Greene, Colleen Robledo. (2021, Aug 20) Finding Free Digital
Content to Enhance Your Family History Storytelling Without Violating Copyright. Presented at the TXSGS 2021 Family History Conference. (Retrieval date 2022, January 05)
Houston Public Library. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://
digital.houstonlibrary.org/hmrc-hispanic (Retrieval date 2022, January 04)
Roddy, Mary Kircher. (2021, Aug 20) A World of Clues: Using
County Histories to Find Your Family. Presented at the TXSGS 2021
Family History Conference. (Retrieval date: 2022, January 03)
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“Helping to find your roots!”
Editors Corner: Part 2
Regarding this newsletter. It may seen to
the experienced researcher that I bring up
similar topics from issue to issue. Take
archives for example. There is so much to
learn from the various online sites to research, where to go, what questions to
ask. Our society is fortunate. We are
growing from pre-Covid. Your Board
wants to continue to grow so that we have
the best resources to serve each of you
and your research needs. That said, researching at an archive will vary and researching online will vary. But, basic
questions remain the same. So, if we include many articles and experiences regarding archival research, or other topics,
it is due to our own varying levels of experience and our family locations and

what is available across the globe.
If you have a research question, attend
Members Helping Members or post your
question on our Facebook page. Send me
an email if you would like to read more
about a topic and how to research. Our
members and I are here to assist you in
growing your skills and becoming the best
researcher you can. We are all learning.
Even our most experienced members will
tell you they are continually learning.
With new resources coming available all
the time, there is no limit to what we can
learn or where we will learn it.
With Best Wishes for the New Year!!
Linda

Editor’s Corner:
Hi WHAGS members,
If you are interested in writing an article
for our newsletter let me know. It may
be about a great find, a brick wall you
overcame, a research skill you learned,
or some other information the rest of us
can benefit from and enjoy.
After the Holiday party in December,
some of the members participated in a
planning session for the “Beginning Genealogy Workshop,” slated for May 14.
There are many opportunities to participate in planning or helping newly interested persons learn. You can still help
with the planning or participate in the
workshop. On the day of the workshop
you can stay for a particular portion or
help with a certain job. It does not have
to be a day long commitment. There
are a variety of ways in which we can all

help. Please read the emails I send out
and see what you can do to help the society. Not only do we want to help
“newbies” improve their skills, but we
hope to grow our society to enhance our
programming. This is a benefit to all of
us. Be a part of this event where we can
help new learners benefit from our wealth
of knowledge. Be a part of our growth!
Join us as we help others!
P.S. the last two pages
are repeats in case
you missed them before.
All my best,
Linda
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Good to Know! Beginner Tips!
Everyone likes a good story. I came
across this future presentation, It sounds
very interesting and may help us with ideas as we approach our assumptions, which
can produce brick walls, and lead to research disappointment, and worse, research fatigue.

BOARD:
Gail Colby, President
Tom Woltz SR, Vice President
Tom Matchett, Treasurer
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Society

Pacquitta Laurent's, Secretary

Check out:
heinzhistorycenter.org/events

Vacant, Director
Neal Scott, Director

Jenny Sharrer, Director

“A Multiracial Jewish Family in Early
America” with Laura Leibman.
Date February 27

Currently
Meeting
In-Person
& Virtually

Email:
Info@whags.email
Website & Virtually:

Time: 1:00 to 2:30 pm

www.whags.org

Sponsored by the Jewish Geanealogy Society of Pittsburgh.
$5 fee. Processing fee is .50.

MORE TO KNOW
Researching African American History?
Check out the schedule for the Black History Month 2022 Genealogy Conference. It will cover Black Homesteaders, the
1950 Census, and how to get started.

An additional program for researching
African American History is “Breaking
Through the Wall of Slavery: An Introduction to African American Genealogy.”

It’s ONLINE. It’s FREE. It’s from 10 to 2.
Date: February 12, 2022.
It’s being presented by LDS and the DC
Family History Center.

It’s ONLINE. It’s Free. It’s from 3:30
to 4:30 pm.
Date: February 25, 2022
Presented by the Brentwood, NY Public
Library. See Brentwood Public Library.
Programs:
Brentwoodnylibrary.org

This is a link to the Conference page.
http://www.wdcfhc.org/AAHGS-Conf/
index.html

Copyright 2021 West Houston Area Genealogy Society
a 501(c)(3) corporation
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