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Editor’s Note
Ron Ware

Golly! Wasn’t the September
general meeting great? Our speak-
er, Lynn Palermo, did an excellent
job of walking us through the pro-
cess of writing Ancestor Profiles.
She follows up her presentation
with a contribution to the WHAGS
Journal with an article named “5
Reasons You Should Be Writing
Your Family History.” Two of our
WHAGS Writers members are
working on profiles and I bet the
presentation, and article has given
them the incentive to move for-
ward with their writing. Maybe
others will follow.

A big thanks goes to Neal
Scott and Pacquitta Laverents, two
WHAGS leaders who worked dili-
gently to make September’s virtu-
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<> Lynn Palermo serves as a
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¢ ber presentation around <
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5 Reasons You Should Be
Writing Your Family History
Stories

By Lynn Palermo

Family history is more than a
collection of names and dates on
a family tree. It’s a tapestry of
stories that bind generations to-
gether, offering glimpses into the
lives, struggles, and triumphs of
those who came before us.
Whether you're a seasoned gene-
alogist or
just  getting
started  on
your journey
of uncover-
ing your an-
cestry, writ-
ing your
family histo-
ry is a price-
less endeav-
or. Here are

(Continued on page 2)

Presidents Address
Gail Colby

President’s Note — October 2024

The new program year is
underway, and it will be Christ-
mas before we know it. The Hol-
iday Celebration at the Decem-
ber meeting is always a wonder-
ful experience with great food
and great camaraderie. | always
enjoy the Members’ Show and
Tell. It is amazing to learn about
others’ research and the stories
of their families. We would love
to hear your stories, see your
heirlooms, and learn about your
research, please consider shar-
ing. Contact Tom Woltz or Rick
Armes to get on the list of pre-
senters.

If you read my note from

(Continued on page 3)
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5 Reasons

five compelling reasons why you
should begin writing your family
history stories today.

1. Preserving Your Family’s
Legacy for Future Generations

One of the most important reasons
to write your family’s history is to
preserve your legacy. Time has a
way of erasing memories, and oral
traditions can easily fade with
each passing generation. By writ-
ing down these stories, you pro-
vide a lasting record that your de-
scendants can cherish. The stories
you record today might be the on-
ly connection your great-
grandchildren have to their roots.
Whether it’s your grandparents’
journey to a new country, a rela-
tive’s military service, or the eve-
ryday challenges your ancestors
faced, these stories serve as a
powerful way to keep your fami-
ly’s legacy alive.

2. Stories Make Facts Memora-
ble

Facts alone can be easily forgot-
ten, but when woven into a com-
pelling story, they have the power
to stick in people’s minds. Stories
engage our emotions and imagina-
tion, which helps us retain details
long after we've heard them. Writ-
ing your family history in story
form allows you to convey the
facts—dates, names, and places—
in a way that will resonate with
readers. For example, rather than
simply recording that an ancestor
fought in World War II, you can
narrate their experiences, chal-

lenges, and emotions. These sto-
ries transform dry data into mem-
orable, living narratives that your
family will remember and share
for generations.

3. Understanding the Past to
Make Sense of the Present

Writing family history stories
helps bridge the gap between the
past and the present. It allows
you to understand the cultural,
social, and economic forces that
shaped your ancestors’ lives and
influenced the family you know
today. When you delve into your
ancestors' experiences, you see
the connections between their
choices and the opportunities you
now enjoy. Their migration, edu-
cation, or perseverance in the
face of adversity may have di-
rectly contributed to the opportu-
nities available to you. In explor-
ing their past, you gain a deeper
appreciation of your own life and
the heritage that defines you.

4. Honoring the Resilience and
Strength of Your Ancestors

Many family history stories de-
pict challenges such as wars, dis-
placement, hardships, and sacri-
fices. Writing these stories is a
way to honor the resilience and
strength of those who came be-
fore you. It shines a light on their
struggles, highlighting the grit
and determination that may oth-
erwise go unnoticed in historical
records. By writing these narra-
tives, you're giving your ances-
tors a voice, recognizing their
contributions, and ensuring that
their strength and perseverance

are never forgotten.
5. Strengthening Family Bonds

Sharing your family’s stories can
be a powerful tool for bringing
relatives closer together. When
you write and share these stories,
you open the door to conversa-
tions and connections that might
otherwise remain unexplored.
You may find that different fam-
ily members have their own ver-
sions of the same story, which
can lead to fascinating discus-
sions and deeper bonds. Writing
family history stories also pro-
vides an opportunity to pass
down values, traditions, and les-
sons learned from previous gen-
erations. These narratives help
create a sense of continuity and
belonging, giving your family a
shared identity across genera-
tions.

Writing your family history sto-
ries is a priceless gift you can
offer both to yourself and to fu-
ture generations. It preserves
your legacy, helps you make
sense of the present, honors your
ancestors, strengthens family
bonds, and provides a creative
and purposeful project. Most im-
portantly, stories are the best
way to convey facts in a memo-
rable way, ensuring that the de-
tails of your family's history are
not lost but remembered and
cherished for years to come.
Don’t let these stories fade into
oblivion—start writing today
and bring your family’s past to
life in ways that will resonate for
generations.
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Editors Note

al meeting a success. It was obvi-
ous that was no easy feat, but de-
spite technical difficulties they
somehow pulled the virtual meet-
ing together. Liz Philip,
membership chair tells me 22
folks were in attendance includ-
ing those on Zoom. That repre-

our

sents 31% of our total members.
Not bad but we would love to see
more. | suspect that college foot-
ball may play a role in lower at-
tendance during Saturday meet-
ings in the Fall.

October looks to be just as
interesting and informative. Scot-
land based Michelle Leonard will
present a lecture on the “Top 10
DNA Do’s and Don’t’s.” Lots of
folks, including me, need help
understanding the use of DNA in
their genealogy research. So, this
should prove to be an inspiration-
al presentation.

Be aware that there is a ven-
ue change for the October meet-
ing. We will convene at the Kath-
erine Tyra Library at 16719 Clay
Road. We in leadership hope to
see you all there on Saturday, Oc-
tober 19™. Don’t forget the lunch
at Clay’s Restaurant at 17717
Clay Road immediately after the
meeting. The weather continues
to be warm, so I'm looking for-
ward to attending October’s
meeting and seeing all of you on
the other side of a “Blue North-
er.” You may have to be an older

native Texas to understand what
that is.

A word about the frequency
of this newsletter, The WHAGS
Journal. A recent survey regard-
ing readership indicates that a
monthly publication is not neces-
sary. I take that as good news,
because there is such a lot of
work in publishing a newsletter
every month. So, beginning in
December, we will go to a bi-
monthly publication. That will
make life a lot easier for me and
for the folks that help by contrib-
uting articles and those who help
with editing. See you in Decem-
ber with the Holiday edition of
the WHAGS Journal.

(Continued from page 1)

Presidents Note

last month, you know I was anx-
iously awaiting the delivery of a
credenza to complete my office
organization. The process was a
two-month ordeal. I ordered a
black credenza to match the rest
of my office furniture on 24 June.
In mid-July, I received a delivery
notification for the next day. The
delivery was canceled the next
day with no explanation. After a
call to the furniture store’s cus-
tomer service department, I re-
ceived a new delivery window of
2-3 weeks, which came and went
with no communication from the
company. After another call to
customer service that elicited

more excuses, | finally talked to
the customer service manager
who told me she would manage
my order and be my sole contact.
About 2 weeks later, I received a
text that my credenza had ar-
rived and would be delivered the
following day. Hooray! The
promised delivery text and email
did not arrive, so I contacted the
customer service manager again
who said I should receive some-
thing by 3 pm. I got that with a
delivery window between 4:30
and 9:30 pm. The delivery truck
arrived at about 7:45 pm and I
showed the delivery lead where I
wanted the credenza set up.
They brought it to the front door,
wrapped in plastic, and it was a
white credenza. The white cre-
denza went back on the truck,
and I texted the customer service
manager that evening. The next
morning, [ got a call from the
original customer service repre-
sentative asking me what [ want-
ed to do. I went for a refund. So
much for the customer service
manager as my sole contact. |
am looking for a black credenza
again. Sigh.

What is your favorite thing
about WHAGS? Mine is my fel-
low members. 1 appreciate the
help I receive from you, and I
enjoy helping others. I also value
the members who coordinate and
contribute to the programs, spe-

cial interest groups, website,
newsletter,  hospitality, and
(Continued on page 4)
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Presidents note

events. We are an organization
of volunteers, and these volun-
teers make WHAGS the won-
derful genealogy society it is.
Have you thought about what
you can do for WHAGS? Every
little bit helps.

PARTY

The WHAGS Holiday Gala fea-
turing “Show & Tell” is com-
ing. Mark your calendars for

December 21st.

Calling all story tellers

Show & Tell
By Tom Woltz

Time is getting on into Oc-
tober, now the 13", Pretty soon
we will be preparing for Hallow-
een, and then Thanksgiving, par-
ties, pumpkins and all those fun
things. After that, the WHAGS
annual Holiday Gala. That
means, if you are planning to
present a new find, discovered
new data, attended a fabulous
family reunion where you may
have learned a whole new line of
family members. Whoa! We,
your advocates of genealogical

pleasure, would also like to know
about it.

I myself discovered some
world -breaking facts while tran-
scribing my grandmother’s diary
of a sixteen-month period in her
life. I will reveal that find in my
presentation at the December Ga-
la meeting. What is your discov-
ery? Was it a new cousin, arti-
facts you were given, or you dis-
covered in your attic? We all at
WHAGS would like to enjoy
hearing about that find.

It’s time to step up, personal-
ize your relationship with the rest
of us. One memory of our annual
event, a few years ago, was that
several new members, who had
not attended even one meeting in
the past, signed up to present. I
loved it! That took some plan-
ning and foresight, but most of
all, stepping out of their comfort
zone. We all need to do that from
time to time.

I found World War II letters
sent to my grandfather during the
war. They reveal what was on
some soldiers’ minds while de-
fending our nation. Perhaps some
of you have cubby holes within
your house or apartment, attic, an
old closet, or garage. With a little
digging, you never know what
you might find.

If you want to get more in-
volved in our genealogy society,
telling your story at the WHAGS
Holiday Gala is a great start.

See you there!

Tom Woltz/MC

skeskoskokok

For more information, contact
Tom Woltz at 832-754-2875 or
email at croutllsu@gmail.com

Family Trees May
Contain Nuts

Clayton Library Bus Trip
Saturday, October 26th

WHAGS' bus trips to the
Clayton Library have proven to
be a popular activity, and on our
last trip we found that doing it on
a Saturday helped more folks join
us, and it meant traffic was much
lighter which got us back home
earlier.

Seating is always limited,
so while the trip is free, registra-
tion is required. Sign up on the
WHAGS Website.




ample, I set up a chat group
and named it “England Photo
ID Group.” We began with my-
self here in Huntsville, Texas

Texas Czech Genealogical Socie-
and my niece in Church Stret- | ty Presents “A Salute to Our
One of our long time mem- ton, England. As other family | veterans Past and Present”

bers, Linda Hudson, suggested members learned of our group,

that we begin a Tips page for the they joined the hunt. Currently The Texas Czech Genealogi-

newsletter. Well, here it is. I hope we have six people in the group cal Society is presenting “A Salute
to Our Veterans Past and Present”
on November 2, 2024 at the Cald-
well Civic Center, 103 Highway
103 (Texas 21 West) in Caldwell,
Typically, I post two or | Texas. There will be talks from

three photos to the group each | many of our military veterans, in-
By Ron Ware week. The responses have been | cluding those who experienced

As a genealogist, 'm sure | incredibly interesting. To date | peing a prisoner of war. Click on
you have a box, stack or binder | we have identified a dozen of | the link for more information.
filled with photos of people you | the twenty or so photos I have
don’t recognize. I am one of | posted. It is fun. Sometimes we
those researchers. I have many | get off task by discussing the

these suggestions help you down who live in places ranging
your genealogy path. from Texas, London and the
English Midlands.

The Power of WhatsApp in
Genealogy

https://txczgs.org/

photos of my wife’s ancestors. Texas and British weather, and

On several trips to visit my Eng- current events such as wed- | Texas State Genealogical
lish family, I have been given | dings, but we soon return to Society

photos taken as far back as the | talking about people in photo- 2024 Annual Conference

1890’s, many of whom are not | graphs. I have learned, howev-
identified. Well, welcome the | er, that we need to take it slow

power of WhatsApp, an iPhone | and build in some extended The Texas State Genealogical
Society will conduct a Family

History Conference on November
Ist and 2nd. The theme is explor-
ing resources and techniques for
“Navigating Your Family Histo-

2"

ry.

(Virtual)

app that can help you. breaks. People have busy lives
on both sides of the Atlantic, so
too much identifying old pho-
tographs can lead to burnout.
So, take it slow with frequent

WhatsApp (Look for the free
version) is a application that can
be used for free long distance tel-
ephone calls, chat groups, and

other uses. The chat group is im- breaks. This is a virtual conference

portant to this article. With it, one To get the free app, search which will offer many sessions

can set up a group of interested | the Apps Store for through pre-recorded lectures.

parties who can exchange infor- | “WhatsApp”. 1 hope this tip ‘ ‘

mation. In this case share infor- | gives readers an insight in a Cth‘ on the hyperlmk below
) for more information.

mation about a persons or per- | new way down the genealogy

sons in an old photograph. Of | path. TxSGS 2024 Conference

course, it is best if you include Registration

older folks in the group. For ex-



https://txczgs.org/
https://www.txsgs.org/family-history-conference/registration/
https://www.txsgs.org/family-history-conference/registration/

Tipline: Germanic Ances-
try Research Tips part 2

by L. Hudson

This column focuses on the
changing boundaries of Central
Europe from approximately 1815
until 1900. You can follow along
with the changing boundaries
through the interactive links in
the maps on the following page.

Observe the differences be-
tween the two maps. Many of
the ancestors we seek immigrated
between the time of the changing
borders. Those from Central Eu-
rope who came earlier than 1815
typically have good records, and
those who came later than WWI
most likely can be found in US
records. It’s the “in-betweeners”
that are tough to find. It can also
be difficult to find family records
in Europe. Just as we lost records
in the United States due to the
Civil War, Europe also, through
two world wars and the Cold
War, has had its fair share of rec-
ord losses.

Let me first reference a book
entitled “Historical Atlas of Cen-
tral Europe,” by Paul Robert Ma-
gocsi. I’'m certain you will find

copies at various libraries. I
suggest you check it out before
making the purchase. Today it
is $87.00 on Amazon but other
sources may have it for less. It
has a great deal of history and
maps for regions of Central
Europe through the centuries.
The history notes begin ap-
proximately the year 400 and
go through Post-Communist
Central Europe. Central Europe
has gone through many con-
flicts and boundary changes.
The book clearly demonstrates
political, religious, and cultural
changes over time which may
help you understand the move-
ment of your family. YouTube
also has videos that demon-
strate the ever-changing bor-
ders.

The records. FamilySearch
allows you to research at an
LDS center or affiliated library.
They have some baptisms,
marriages, and deaths among
their records. However, you
must have some idea of where
to look. The Germany Online
Genealogy Records has one of
the most concise lists for Ger-
manic areas. You can also find

this information at, Archion.de,
a German language site, and
frenchgen.com (free). Start
with FamilySearch and you
will find more information on
accessing  records.  Search
“country” archives on google
to get you started.

You should keep a record of
the sites you have accessed. No
sense in wasting time redoing
what you’ve already done. As for
cost, it varies. When I began this
journey 20 years or so ago, I got
in touch with the government of-
fice of Germany, and they had a
family record. They did not do
PayPal or credit cards back then.
They sent me the record and I sent
them $40. CASH. I was dubious
about the transaction, but I got
what I wanted. Avail yourself of
every opportunity to learn about
the records and where they are
kept in your location. Due to the
many wars and border changes,
etc., it can be complicated. Study
the regional history and seek re-
positories that may also offer tips.
Talk to employees of the LDS and
Clayton Libraries. They are help-
ful in guiding you in your ances-
try search. Also, begin with a his-
tory lesson or two. It may save
you a lot of time.

I wish you much success.



https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=c017efeea7a130ca&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS879US879&sxsrf=ADLYWIIEoviQii3Te-YEMSindtZFWodYYw:1727968636397&q=German+General+online+Records+and+databases&spell=1&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwjGn4XmwPKIAxXh38kDHY5nDnoQBSgAegQIChAB&biw=759&b
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=c017efeea7a130ca&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS879US879&sxsrf=ADLYWIIEoviQii3Te-YEMSindtZFWodYYw:1727968636397&q=German+General+online+Records+and+databases&spell=1&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwjGn4XmwPKIAxXh38kDHY5nDnoQBSgAegQIChAB&biw=759&b
https://www.archion.de/de/
https://frenchgen.com/
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Europe_1815_map_en.png
https://www.westpoint.edu/sites/default/files/inline-images/academics/academic_departments/history/WWII%20Europe/WWIIEurope01.pdf
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Manthly meetings are hybrid: in person at Steve Radack Community Center, 18650 Clay Road, and via Zoom

WHAGS October Program

(see location change noted below, for this month only)

The Top Ten DNA Dos and Don’ts!
Presenter: Michelle Leonard, M.A. PgCert

No matter where you are in your family tree
research journey, you know that DNA testing can
be a valuable tool leading to all sorts of discoveries.
However, knowing exactly how to proceed and
interpret the results can be confusing. Learn the
best paths to take and some pitfalls to avoid in this
fun countdown!

Michelle Leonard is a professional genealogist, researcher, speaker, writer, and historian. She
specializes in the use of DMNA testing for genealogical purposes solving adoption, unknown parentage,
and all manner of ancestor mysteries. She uses DMNA testing in conjunction with paper trail research to
confirm and enhance family trees as well as break down brick walls.

Michelle holds an M_A. in English and Modemn History from the University of St. Andrews and a PgCert
in Genealogical, Palasographic and Heraldic Studies from the University of Strathclyde. She is a
member of several international professional genealogy associations and owner of Genes &
Genealogy, a professional family history and genetic genealogy research service based in Scotland.
Manmy of Michelle’s publications, classes, and presentations are available through Family Tree
Magazine (UK) and Legacy Family Tree Webinars.

Saturday, October 19, 2024
Meet & greet at 10:00 am FProgram begins at 10:30 am

If you want to join in virtually, visit our website at www.whags.org for the Zoom meeting
registration link. Those attending in person will meet this month at the Katherine Tyra
Branch Library, 16719 Clay Road, Houston, TX 77084_ Visitors are always welcomel




